absentees are much needed. They are a population in which drug use is extremely prevalent. Kandel (1975) found that 56 percent of absentees report using marijuana, compared with 38 percent of students attending class. Dropping out of school and chronic absenteeism have been shown to impair later chances of steady employment and to reduce markedly potential earning capacity.
Early experimentation with marijuana is correlated with the higher likelihood of using more serious drugs later (Johnston et al., 1980; Miller and Cisin, 1980; Kandel et al., 1981). Between 1975 and 1980, there was a significant increase in first use of marijuana at very early ages. Among high school seniors surveyed in 1980, 25 percent reported first use of marijuana in the eighth grade, 14 years or younger. The comparable figures for 1975 were 15 percent reporting first use in eighth grade (Johnston et al., 1980). Rittenhouse (1980) found that of the 18- to 25-year-olds surveyed in 1979-80 who used illicit drugs, 87 percent first tried marijuana or alcohol at age 13-14. There were 65 percent of marijuana users among high school seniors in 1980 who also used other illicit drugs, compared with 61 percent in 1979 (Johnston et al., 1980).
Drugs that are manufactured or sold illicitly often are contaminated, of uncertain potency, or misrepresented, leading to greater chances of medical emergencies (Nightingale et al., 1978). Dangerous as any illicit drugs may be of themselves, polydrug use (including use with alcohol) increases the physical hazard markedly.
It was formerly believed that marijuana users tapered off the habit in their mid-20s, but current prevalence rates indicate persistence into later adult life, as indicated by the increasing use of marijuana by people in their mid-30s (Cisin et al., 1978). Use by men 26 years and over has increased from 4 percent in 1977 to 9 percent in 1979. Especially noteworthy is the evidence that daily use persists longer into adult life than had been anticipated. In 1979, four years after graduation from high school, 51 percent of daily marijuana users from the senior class of 1975 were still smoking marijuana on a daily basis (Johnston, 1981). It is important to survey theseis the most commonly used psychoactive drug (Fishburne et. al., 1980). In 1979, 50 million people had tried marijuana at least once in their life: 7 million (31 percent) fell within the 12-17 age group; 21 million (68 percent) in the 18—25 age group, and 25 million (20 percent) in the 26 and over age group. Male users outnumbered females in all age groups.
